
Creative Repurposing - 12th July 2021 
 
Our July online event looked at ways in which items could be creatively reused.  Susheel Rao 
discussed repurposing and repairing clothing and alternative uses for items in the home and 
garden.  Attendees were invited to share projects that they had undertaken or that they 
wished to find out more about. 
 
Reasons for repurposing  
 
Attendees discussed that there are some items that it was hard to avoid having too many of.   
They were very keen for these items to be either reused or repurposed in some way (plant 
pots, decorative bottles, jars).   
 
Group was keen to find ways to give away surplus items too (eg via freecycle, freegle, 
various Facebook groups and more recently so many streets and communities have local 
WhatsApp groups) – see resources below. 
 
Many people have favourite items, or items of sentimental value that are no longer usable, 
that they wish to retain in some way.   By creatively repairing such items or remaking them 
into different items you can retain these items.  Examples discussed included making 
cushion covers out of children’s clothes.   
 
Some favourite repurposing projects from the group  
 
At home  
 
• Knitting jute items - to make scouring pads 
• Knitting or crocheting soap bags 
• Coffee canisters being repurposed as a variety of containers 
• Bottles being used for lamps 
 
Clothing 
 
• Jeans being used to make crop trousers or shorts 
• Hats, socks jumpers being darned in bright colours to make a feature of the darning 
• Unusable garments and material offcuts being used to make face masks 
 
In the garden 
 
• Fruit punnets being used for planting strawberry runners 
• Pallets being used for planters 
• Pallet collars being used to make raised beds 
 
 
Below are some images and below that links to resources discussed at the event 



 



 

 
Screenshot from Instagram #craftivism 
 
 
Resources 
 

• Artful Menders - demonstrated how to repurpose items at a Sustainable Bedford 
event https://youtu.be/YMnh7zVeOls 

• Repair Shed at St Luke’s School in Redbourn, Hertfordshire; further details here: 
https://www.communityactiondacorum.org/repair-shed 

• https://www.facebook.com/haddenhamartscentre 
• Sustainable Fashion: https://sustainablestalbans.org/slow-sustainable-fashion/ 
• yarnbombing https://www.facebook.com/groups/3769269709865455 
• Craftivism collective https://www.facebook.com/groups/craftivistcollective 
• Sustainable St Albans resources: https://sustainablestalbans.org/resources/ 

 

Places to offer items for re-use include: 
 

• Freecycle and Freegle groups 
• Many local neighbourhood WhatsApp groups are now active communities for 

residents to offer items for re-use. 
• St Albans Mums Zero Waste Group 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/962151523875861 
• Harpenden Re-Use Project https://www.facebook.com/groups/396197924615721 
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